A NEVER-ENDING STORY IN SOUTH SUDAN
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IN THE PiBoR REGIDN SOME EXPECTANT MOTHEP\S TOWARDS THE END OF THCIR PREG\IANCY ”
LEAVE THEIR REMOTE HOMES AMONGST THE NOMADIC CATTLE HERDS TO SLEEP IN. THE M HERb
WAITING HOUSE WHERE THEY ARE JUST METRES FROM MSF’S MATERNITY WARD. ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE IN THE REGION IS SO LIMITED, THAT THIS IS ONE OF THE ONLY WAYS THEY CAN
ENSURE THAT THEY'LL HAVE THE SUPPORT OF TRAINED MIDWIVES WHEN LABOUR BEGINS.

MARIA

BORN TO LAITO
1414 SerTemser 2019
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i'” MOST MOTHERS WHO TRAVEL HERE MUST WALK BAREFOOT THROUGH THE BUSH FOR DAYS. k_{
oMy I
CASE,
T WAS AS |
A PLANE, SKETCHED,
HELICOPTER, THEY TOLD
4x4 & PAR ME THE

OF GUMBOOTS
THAT CARRIED
ME FROM MY
HOME IN THE
UK T0 THE
MOTHERS'

STORY OF
MARIA’S

WAITING

INTERACT I ON
wlTH MODERN

MSF

INVITED

ME & MY
SKETCHPAD T0
THE MOTHERS WAITING e TR
FIOUSE IN THE HOPE THAT foasss

D BE MORE WELCOME...

MARIA’s MOTHER LAiTo
ANDMOTHER CHACHA weRE

5 TO SEE ME SKETCHING, &
[APPY FOR ME TO DRAW THEM,



IT WAS THE
MIDWIFE NHOl

DEL | VERED
MARIA wHO
TRANSLATED
THE STORY

OF HER
BIRTH FOR
ME. LocAL
T0 PIBOR,
SHE TRAINED
WiTH MSF
TO BECOME
A MIDWIFE.

THEv NAMED HER
MARrA AFTER HE

HeLLo ! WE'VE BEEN EXPECTING YQU, M ﬁwa]}E TSN T SIT with usl Laisten!
| SEE YOU' \E ALREADY MET ﬁgtﬁ THAT THE LL TRANSLATE FOR _YOU
_ LPLTD CHACHA BABY'S NAME? =

[ e,
WE comMe
FROM THE
VILLAGE OF
MALLODIN
MANY DAYS
WALK FROM|

P 1BoR

MARIA, | M SORRY BUT
THE SWATTING SOUND S =
DISRUPTING MY RECORDING..

HER CONTRACTIONS BEGAN
CALLED (OUR" NE |GHBOUR
WHO |5 SKILLED o
WITH EBIRTHS-|

SHE CAME TO OUR_HOUS

x u’;y

« _

. TRIED TO HELP

" LaiTo TO DEL:VE L

wBUT STILL THE fﬁ
"BABY WOULD NOT COME

g m—————r

S

WHAT 5 HAPPENING?T
IS SHE GOQING TO
BE OKAY? |
THE BABY OKAY &

| "M SO SORRY ———
| DON’T KNowW /

WHAT 'S WRONG . o
P IN GuMuruk
TOWN THEREFFL -

MIGHT BE y.
MlDW1VES WHO i
..]CAN HELP R/

BUT IT S .

MANY DAYS WALK
FROM HERE .

I DON'T TH[NK
SHE " LL

MAKE IT...

T0 IS STRONG- WE’ LL GET THERE



WE STARTED WALKING -
THE CONTRACTIONS " R
WERE SO BAD /
THAT LAITO
COULDN'T WALK
ALONE so | HAD TO
SUPPORT HER ALWAYS,
IT 1S RAINY SEASON,
Il & THE PATH WAS FU
OF WATER SO THAT
SOMETIMES WE
WERE WAD ING
UP TO OUR

\ | “WHEN DARKNESS | ‘
)} CAME, WE WERE STILL |

. WALKING & | WORRIED
7A THAT g’ D HAVE >
TO SLEEP BY 'f

| | pTHE PATH > %

1BUT
THEN

WE
SPOTTED

A HOUSE,”

WTHEY WERE !
STRANGERS TO oy
US-BUT WHEN THEY {
sAwW LAITO WAS PREGNANT _
THEY WELCOMED US INTO THEIR HOME ? 4




THE NEXT MORNING /- el e ; [(BY NOw WE WERE VERY WEAK.

\ \ : T ; R _DAYS WE’'D HAD NO FOOD
INCE THE CONTRACTIONS BEGAN
LAITO COULDN T DRINK MUCH
WATER OTHERWISE THE BABY S$
[HERE SHE GOES AGAIN]

o
; _gééﬁ
OUR HOST —

BLESSED OUR THEY BLESSED
JOURNEY 2\l US LIKE THIS|

WHAT DOES T FEEL LIKEY To BE HUNGRY LIKE THAT?

| YOUR HEAD BECOMES so HEAVY

e LIKE THIS

= DOTS DANCE . - .
: IN YOUR EYES §

I REMEMBER
(< \ 2 HUNGER
i = b g WHEN
But wE | [Amat LAITO
ARE NO \
STRANGERS | |
TO HUNGER

AWAY

UNTIL
EVERYTHI
FAD

()
qgt" BLA

il

THERE
WILL
BE
HUNGER
AGAIN.




DESPITE LAITO’S WEAKNESS, | KNEW WE HAD TO KEEP WALKING




‘EVENTUALLY WE REACHED A RIVER T00 DEEP TO WALK.
I PAID TWO MEN TO HELP US CROS5S.
THEY HAD NO BOAT - ONLY A PLASTIC CLOTH

THE MEN PLACED THE PLASTIC ON THE WATER & SWAM IT ACROSS-

N\

) : AFRAID
I THOUGHT THE

SHEET(WOULD
4 £, !

y : OR
WE ' D

X JUST

SINK

DEEPER

Q &
DEEPER

UNTIL

ALL THREE OF US DROWNED




IT TooK us TWo DAYS TO WALK To GUMURUK. BUT AT THE CLINIC-
THEY COULDN’T HELP VS 43
! A -y T

J'M SO0 SORRY THE PATH S FLOODED, F:h 'PERHAPS THEY
You HAEE TO |WE 'LL NEVER MAKE IT| ~ ALL WE COULD DO i Q(HILL NOT COME
GO TO IBOR 7

'WHERE THEY {i'LL mEssacE MSF PiBoR S WAIT & HOBE ?""%GCO@ERHA’EE%JSYE BABY
HAVE BETTER THEY "LL SEND A BOAT B DEA
FACILITIES. O(PERHAPS | WiLL
| T'S POSSIBLE = LOSE LAITO T0O
SHE NEEDS A

C-SECTION

WE WAITED TWO DAYS
& THEN MARIA CAME!

[ A A A A e
MSF SENT ME INCASE LAITD
DELIVERED ON THE JOURNEY .
THE RIVER WAS Too THICK
WITH WEEDS-THE ONLY wAY

WAS BY HELICOPTER

AFTER THE
HELICOPTER
ARRIVED, MANY
THINGS STARTED
TO HAPPEN
VERY FAST

THEN, WHEN

IT SEEMED THE

~ CONTRACTIONS
HAD LASTED

EIGHT SEASONS
INSTEAD OF
EIGHT DAYS

EVERYTHING
CAME ToO
A STANDSTILL-
EXCEPT FOR
HER-& SHE
WAS_ THE ONLY
THING THAT
MATTERED .




[TckT ENouGH
WiTH THE Mup !

AFTOIS MY EBLDEST, BUT #
| ALSO HAVE 6 OTHER CHILDREN .
MY CO-WIFE IS LOOK AFTER THEM
( (ALONG WITH HER OWN BUT MY YOUNG-
' EST CHILD WILL BE NEEDING MY MILK

Bur LaiTo’s BEADS ARE‘ [HERF ['You DRAW 1T_]

MOT THE RIGHT COLOURS | DON'T
KNUW HUH

d 2
[D"vou THINK IT LOOKS LrKilmro.J & LIKE ME T00.

SHE 1§ MY
DAUGHTER

ALL OF HER 3
IS ME.

| WiLL SING YOU ONE
OF QUR | ULLARIES

Hey Ella,all ok?
has the rain
stopped? will
the hell e
aple 0 land
0o take yO'u
homefdrink
lots of water!
X

WELL ...

| WISH YOU E=A> : -y i \

-\LL HEALTH - A ALW : E IN OUR VILLAGE
& HAPPINES - h ] SK 0 & CHACHA. . .



YOU’VE JUST READ .
WHAT  WAS
INTENDED AS
THE LAST
PAGE IN
THIS
STORY.

DRAWING IT, |
RECEIVED AN
MSF FIELD
UPDATE:

THE
. L1V NG MEMORY HAD
HIT PIBOR, SWEEPING
THROUGH MSF’s CLINIC
& TAKING MY ENDING - = ; -
WITH THEM. B & -
' = PiBog TO’WN
WAS/ENTIRELY SUBMERGED

LEAVING ALMOST EVERYONE

4 TO SEEK SHELTER ON THE ONLY
IN THE ' REMAINING ISLAND OF HIGH LAND. INCREASINGLY
AFTERMATH CONGESTED; WITH ONLY ONE BOREHOLE & NO
OF MY FIELD VISIT, ATRINES, LIVING coN TIONS RAPIDLY DETERIORATED
|'D TRIED SO HARD TO

W :
VYYHEN THE FLOODS EVENTUALLY. RECEDE, A
SHOW 1k
% P.'BOR A R ENGE OF INTERCOMMUNAL TENSIONS WOULD

L ky N ¥ SPARK A NEW WAVE OF VIOLENCE, FORCING LOCAL
h WEERS . ¢ COMMUNITIS LEE THEIR HOMES AGAIN

I'D BEEN DRAWING EY

PLACE THAT

MARIA
INFORMED US
THAT CHACHA, LAITO
& THEIR BABY SAFELY
RETURNED 10 GUMURUK 3
DAYS BEFORE THE FLOQODS,

BuT AFTER THAT...
WHO KNOWS.

REAL STORIES DON'T HAVE ENDINGS -
AT A CERTAIN POINT WE JUST STOP TELLING THEM.





